
RICHLAND TOWNSHIP 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE ADOPTION 

 
The Board of Supervisors of Richland Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania will 
consider the enactment of the proposed ordinance shown below at their regular public 
meeting scheduled to begin at 7:00 PM on Monday, November 26, 2007.  The meeting 
will be held at the Richland Township Municipal Building located at 1328 California 
Road, Quakertown, Pennsylvania.   
 
The proposed ordinance would establish rules and regulations governing the use of 
Township Parks and the conduct of persons using the parks. 
 
An opportunity will be afforded to all interested persons in attendance to address the 
Board of Supervisors in the matter of the proposed amendment to the Code of 
Ordinances.  If you are a person with a disability and wish to attend the meeting as 
noticed above and require an auxiliary aid, service or other accommodation to observe or 
participate in the public meeting, please contact Township Manager Stephen Sechriest to 
discuss how Richland Township may best accommodate your needs. 
 
 

TOWNSHIP OF RICHLAND  
BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 238 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RICHLAND, 
BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA ESTABLISHING 
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE USE OF THE 
TOWNSHIP’S PARKS 
 

WHEREAS, Richland Township desires to provide recreational facilities to benefit and 
support the current and future population of the Township; and  
 
WHEREAS,  Richland Township has established several parks, recreation areas, trails 
and open space areas and expects to establish others in the future; and 
 
WHEREAS, Richland Township finds it necessary to establish rules and regulations 
concerning the use of those areas in order that they may be maintained and enjoyed by 
all. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Board of 
Supervisors of Richland Township, as follows: 
 
SECTION 1.  Title 
This ordinance shall be known as the “Richland Township Park Ordinance.” 
 



SECTION 2.  Definitions 
 Park – Any parkland or trail. 
 

Parklands - Tracts owned or acquired by the Township for public use, including 
but not limited to playing fields, playgrounds and open space areas. 
 
Open Space – Land owned by the Township that has been preserved from 
development or that may be used as parks. 
 
Recreational vehicle - Any hot-air balloon, mini-bike, dirt bike, all-terrain vehicle 
(ATV), off-road vehicle (ORV) or other form of motorcycles or any 
snowmobiles. 
 
Smoking – The possession by a person of a lighted cigar, cigarette, pipe or other 
lighted smoking device. 
 
Trail – A pathway designed for use by pedestrians or bicycles.  
 
Vehicles - Any motorized device for that may be used for carrying passengers, 
including the operator, or goods. 

 
SECTION 3.  Rules and Regulations. 

1. No person or persons without a permit or written agreement shall be allowed in 
the parklands except between the hours of sunrise and sunset.  Exceptions include 
park facilities where field lighting is provided, and use is allowed by agreement or 
permit; in those cases, field lights must be turned off and use must cease by 11pm.  
Overnight parking is prohibited. 

2. Persons shall enter and leave a park by the entrance and exits provided for that 
purpose. 

3. No vehicle shall be used or parked on any roadway of a park except in areas 
designated for such purposes.  No person may operate any recreational vehicle 
within any Township park.   

4. Use or possession of alcoholic beverages or narcotics in parks is prohibited. 
5. Visibly intoxicated persons shall not be permitted in a park, and shall be removed 

from park premises if found to be under the influence of alcohol and/or narcotics. 
6. Neither gambling, nor any obscene, indecent, lewd or lascivious acts shall be 

permitted in any park. 
7. Abusive, indecent or threatening language or any conduct that may cause 

annoyance to park visitors shall not be permitted.   
8. No firecrackers, fireworks or rockets are permitted in any park, except for special 

fireworks displays by special permit or necessary construction blasting that must 
be approved in writing by the Township.  

9. Hunting, shooting, trapping or the carrying of firearms, weapons, air rifles, bows 
and arrows, slings, slingshots and any other related weapons is prohibited in any 
park, except that it may be permitted in some open space areas with permission by 
the Township, provided that no hunting shall occur in close proximity to any 



dwelling or recreation area.  Close proximity is established by the range of the 
weapon being used and/or other regulations governing hunting, established by the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission. 

10. No person or persons shall in any way injure, foul, pollute or deface any building, 
equipment, signs and standards or water in any park. 

11. No person or persons shall cut, remove, injure or destroy flowers, plants, 
wildflowers, shrubbery or trees in any park.  Downed trees may only be removed 
for firewood by written permission of the Township.  No person or persons shall 
erect any structures or install plant material in any park, unless authorized by the 
Township.   

12. Pets are not permitted on baseball, softball, or soccer fields, tennis or basketball 
courts.  Pets must be on a leash no longer than six (6) feet in length in all parks, 
except in areas or parks specifically designated for pets to run loose.  All pet and 
animal waste shall be picked up and disposed in the appropriate trash receptacles. 

13. Littering in parks is prohibited.  All refuse shall be placed in receptacles provided 
for that purpose.  No dumping or storing of household items, household trash, 
construction debris, commercial or landscape debris, tires or other materials in 
park receptacles or on parks is permitted.  

14. No person shall deface or destroy any notices, rules or regulations for the 
regulation of a park system posted or in any matter permanently fixed within the 
limits of the same.  

15. Fires shall only be allowed in parks for the purposes of cooking.  Fires are to be 
contained within stoves or grills.  Fires must be attended and monitored at all 
times.  Fires must be completely extinguished before leaving a site.  Ashes are to 
be disposed of properly. 

16. Scheduling and permits for parks: 
a. Any individual or group of individuals desiring the privilege of having the 

exclusive or special use of all or portions of any park area, ground, building, 
athletic field or other recreational facility shall schedule such use with and 
obtain a permit from the Township.  Individuals or groups desiring to conduct 
organized activities on park grounds shall schedule such activities with and 
obtain a permit from the Township. Individuals or groups using parkland 
facilities are responsible for any damage done to turf, park area, grounds, 
buildings or equipment. 

b. Scheduling and permit applications shall be made with the Township at least 
two business days before the date of the desired use.  Established fees, 
security deposits and/or required certificates must be paid and/or filed with the 
Township at the time the permit application is submitted for approval and 
scheduling. 

c. Security deposits will not be returned if reserved park facilities are not 
properly cleaned after use. 

d. Any individual or group of individuals using a park facility to the exclusion of 
others without a permit shall remove themselves from the facility upon 
request by a properly scheduled and permitted user or authorized Township 
official or staff member. 



e. No permit will be issued for a use that violates the Townships regulations 
regarding the use of park facilities.  The Township reserves the right to revoke 
any permit if those using the park pursuant to the permit violate Township 
regulations.  The Township further reserves the right to limit the number of 
permits issued if the capacity of the facilities is exceeded. 

f. These regulations do not apply to minor children engaged in ordinary and 
customary play, except that children must remove themselves from a park 
facility upon request by a properly scheduled and permitted user or authorized 
Township official or staff member. 

g. Fees for permits as determined and approved by the Township shall be 
provided with each permit request.    

h. Issuance of a permit does not exempt any person from any of the rules and 
regulations as set forth in this ordinance. 

i. Issuance of a permit in no way states, implies or guarantees that the Township 
may not close down a park or facility that becomes hazardous or questionable 
for public use due to weather, fire, water, construction or other unforeseeable 
conditions. 

17. Activities and games shall only take place in parks in areas designated for such 
use.  Individuals or groups using parks, with or without Township permission, are 
responsible for any damage done to turf or equipment. 

18. Soliciting is prohibited in parks. 
a. There shall be no soliciting of any kind, including the sale or vending of food, 

in parks or at Township recreational programs except by permit issued by the 
Township, and those sales associated with organized activities, as noted in 
Section 16.a. above. 

b. Use of any park facility or section of a park facility for commercial or profit-
making activities without a special permit issued by the Township is 
prohibited. 

19. Camping is prohibited in parks, except with the issuance of a special use permit 
by the Township. 

20. All public parks including, but not limited to, fields, baseball, softball, and soccer 
fields, tennis and basketball courts, trails, playgrounds, and pavilions shall be 
used only for their intended purpose and no other unless a special permit has been 
issued by the Township. 

21. Smoking or the use of any tobacco products is prohibited in any park. 
22. Tree climbing in parks is prohibited. 
23. No person may excavate in any manner in parks, except for Township approved 

construction activities. 
 
SECTION 4.  Vehicular Regulations 

1. Operating or parking any vehicle while on park property in an unauthorized, 
reckless or negligent manner, or in such a manner as to become a nuisance to 
other park users is prohibited.  

2. Operating vehicles in excess of ten (10) miles per hour on any park roadway is 
prohibited.  (This restriction shall not apply to vehicles of the Fire and Police 



Departments, nor to ambulances or vehicles used by physicians when actually 
responding to emergency calls). 

3. Operating vehicles in areas of parks other than on cartways especially designed 
and constructed for vehicular traffic is prohibited.  This shall not apply to vehicles 
of the Township and authorized emergency vehicles. 

4. Parking on shoulders or roadways, on grass or on any other area of park property 
where specific parking spaces has not been provided is prohibited unless indicated 
otherwise on notices posted by the Township. 

5. Road testing of any vehicle or driver instruction shall be forbidden in all parks. 
6. The washing, repairing or servicing of any motor vehicle in parks is not 

permitted, but a flat tire may be replaced.  Abandonment of such vehicles is 
prohibited.  If mechanical disablement occurs in a park, immediate steps must be 
taken for removal. 

7. Displays of vehicular speed or power are prohibited in parks.  
8. The use of park trails for vehicular traffic or parking is prohibited. 

 
SECTION 5.  Trespassing On Adjacent Properties 
There shall be no trespassing on adjacent properties to parks, or harassment of the 
owners, renters, or occupants thereof. 
 
SECTION 6.  Enforcement 
The Richland Township Police Department and Pennsylvania State Police are authorized 
to enforce the provisions of this ordinance. 
 
SECTION 7.  Fees 
The Board of Supervisors may from time to time, by resolution, adopt a schedule of fees 
and charges for the use of Township facilities. 
 
SECTION 8.  Additional Rules 
The Township Manager is authorized to promulgate temporary regulations from time to 
time not inconsistent with the rules set forth in this ordinance. 
 
SECTION  9.  Violations And Penalties 
Any person violating the provisions of this chapter shall, upon conviction before a 
Magisterial District Judge, pay a fine not to exceed $600 and costs of prosecution, and/or 
community service.  All prosecutions for violations under this chapter shall be brought in 
the name of Richland Township, and all fines shall be paid to the Treasurer of the 
Township and shall be applied to the general funds of said Township. 
 
SECTION 10.  If any provision, sentence, clause, section or part of this ordinance is for 
any reason found to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, such unconstitutionality, 
illegality, or invalidity shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions of this 
Ordinance.  It is hereby declared as the intent of Richland Township that this Ordinance 
would have been adopted had such stricken provisions not been included herein. 
 



SECTION 11.  All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed. 
 
SECTION 12.  This ordinance shall become effective five (5) days after adoption 
thereof. 
 
ENACTED AND ORDAINED this 5th day of May, 2008. 
 
 RICHLAND TOWNSHIP 
 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
ATTEST: ___________________________ 
 
________________________ ___________________________ 
 
 ___________________________ 
 


